
Elections and becoming a Parish/Town Councillor  
 
What is a Parish Council? 
A parish council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of the people in the parish.  It is the level 
of government closest to the community.  North Tawton Town Council is the ‘Parish’ level council for North 
Tawton. 
 
The next level of local government is the District level, for North Tawton this is West Devon Borough 
Council.  Finally there is the County Council, in our case Devon County Council. 
 
As the authority closest to the people, parish councils are often the first place people will go with concerns 
or ideas, and they are a vital part of any community. 
 
Elections are held every 4 years; the next elections will be held in May 2019. 
Nomination papers to apply to be a Borough Councillor or a Parish or Town Councillor within West Devon 
will be available from Monday 4 March 2019, from West Devon Borough Council or from North Tawton 
Town Council.    
 
Please refer to the Local Government Elections Timetable of Proceedings for Thursday 2 May 2019 for all 
the key dates – please note that the deadline for nominations is 4 pm on Wednesday 3 April 2019. 
 
Why become a Parish/Town Councillor? 
By becoming a Parish Councillor you become someone your community will look to for help, and be able to 
influence decisions for the benefit of the people you serve.  This can give you a sense of achievement and 
pride. 
 
What decisions do Parish/Town Councils make? 
Parish/Town councils can make decisions on issues that affect the local community.  They are statutory 
consultees on planning matters within the parish/town.  They can negotiate and influence organisations that 
make final decisions, for example the Borough Council and District Council, amongst others. 
 
How much time does it take up? 
It depends on how much time Councillors want to commit.  We have a monthly council meeting, to which 
members of the public are also invited.  Meetings last two to three hours, depending on the agenda.  We 
also have committees for Planning, Estates, and Finance, as well as more informal working groups or 
advisory groups which investigate various issues and report back to the full Council. 
 
How long does a Parish/Town councillor stay in their post? 
Once elected, Parish/Town Councillors sit on the council for a maximum of four years.  If they then want to 
stay in the post they can stand for re-election.  
 
Am I eligible to be a Parish/Town Councillor? 
To stand for election on a parish council, you must:  

• be a UK or commonwealth citizen; or 
• be a citizen of the Republic of Ireland; or 
• be a citizen of another Member state of the European Union; 
• be a least 18 years old. 

 
To be eligible to stand for an election for a particular parish, you must: 

• be an elector of the parish; or 
• for the whole of the previous 12 months have occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other premises 

in the parish: or 
• during the previous 12 months have worked in the parish (as your principal or only place of work); or 
• for the whole of the previous 12 months lived in the parish or within three miles of the parish 

boundary. 
 
You don’t have to be connected to a political party. 
 
Code of conduct  
If you do become a Parish/Town Councillor you will have to sign up to the Code of Conduct which sets out 
how councillors  must conduct themselves during their period of time as an elected Parish/Town Councillor. 
  


